LINCOLN

a pall-bearer. In 1220 he was canonised and it was to form a
fitting setting for his shrine that the choir was taken down and
the Presbytery enlarged by five bays to the east.

This, one of the chief glories of medieval architecture, is the
Angel Choir, so called from the thirty figures of angels with
outspread wings, which adorn the triforium arches. The
tower, which is said to be the loftiest medieval square tower in
the world, was completed in the early fourteenth century, its
predecessor having fallen in a sufficiently dramatic manner.
During a quarrel between Bishop Grossetete and his Chapter,
one of the canons who was denouncing the Bishop from the
pulpit declared, ' if I was to keep silence the very stones would
cry out.' At this moment the tower fell, burying the people
beneath it.

St. Hugh is not to be confused with the ' Little St. Hugh '
whose legend formed the subject of Chaucer's Prioress' Tale
and of so many medieval ballads.   The story was that a boy
was murdered by the Jews and his body thrown down a well;
The discovery of the body and its enshrinement in the Cathed-
ral was followed by one of the periodical attacks on the Jews,
which were caused by jealousy of their wealth.   The Lincoln
Jews seem to have been a large community and the House of
Aaron which is still standing was once the property of one of
the richest medieval financiers whose money had built sixteen
abbeys and cathedrals.   When he died his wealth was confis-
cated to the Crown and an' Exchequer of Aaron ' had to be set
up to deal with his debtors.

Throughout the Middle Ages Lincoln was famed for her
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